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Welcome to Atlantis Charter High School!

The mission of the Atlantis Charter School is to provide an education second to none, yielding
academic excellence and life-long learning skills upon which students will be able to build a successful
future. We expect an equal partnership among parents, community, faculty, staff and students to
create a safe, caring, innovative and progressive learning environment. Atlantis incorporates the best
research-based practices in education to meet the needs of our student population. It is our intent to
become a model of educational excellence.

Atlantis Charter School Core Values

Atlantis Charter School is UNITED. Through these values and beliefs, students develop both a
sense of humanity and civil responsibility.

Unwavering We will persevere against all adversity

Noble We have honor and respect for all

Integrity We adhere to ACS values at all times

Trustworthy We are responsible and accountable for our actions
Excellence We always strive to do our best

Daring We dare ourselves to be great and powerful beyond measure

Atlantis Charter High School is the secondary education component of the noble twenty-five year
tradition that the Atlantis Charter School carries. In their earlier years in the district, students build upon
a strong foundation for learning that they will employ within the context of a rigorous high school
curriculum with the opportunity to achieve real world experiential learning through the five specialized
academies. Advanced Placement courses are available in a number of core academic subjects, and we
offer a diverse selection of courses to match every student’s interest. Atlantis Charter High School
students must be enrolled in a class in every block in the school’s schedule, each semester to be
considered full-time. Students must have four years of English and Mathematics; students must also
complete three years of social studies and three years of a foreign language, as well as three years of
Science/Technology/Engineering. Additionally, students must also participate in PE & Health each year.

This Program of Studies is intended to give students and parents a general overview of the courses
offered at Atlantis Charter High School. Atlantis Charter School recognizes that each student is a unique
individual who possesses specific strengths, needs, and learning styles. The courses offered at Atlantis
Charter School provides all students the opportunity to develop their capabilities in a variety of content
areas and at appropriate and challenging levels of learning. Each student is expected to discuss his/her
course selections with his/her parents and his/her school guidance counselor. Courses are always
offered are always subject to administrative approval, course enrollment, and budget.



Graduation Requirements

English: 16 credits

Mathematics: 16 credits

Social Studies: 12 credits, including US History

Science/Technology/Engineering: 12 credits

World Language: 8 credits for Class of 2020 and 2021; 12 credits for the class of 2022 and
subsequent years

Career Academy |, II, 1lI, IV

Wellness (Health & PE)

College Seminar | and Il

40 hours of Community Service

Promotion to the next grade level is determined by the credits received in the previous academic year.
Students are placed in the homeroom that is aligned with their status.

Students must have a minimum of 16 credits to achieve sophomore status
Students must have a minimum of 32 credits to achieve junior status
Students must have a minimum of 48 credits to achieve senior status
Students must have a minimum of 64 credits to be eligible for graduation

*Students are required to take a full course load all four years and will have various course offerings to
choose from including electives and advanced courses.

All students must pass the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System tests (MCAS) and
demonstrate proficiency in English/Language Arts, and Mathematics in order to receive a diploma.
Students must also earn a scaled score of at least 220 on one of the high school MCAS Science and
Technology/Engineering tests.

*Minimum Admissions Standards for admission to MA State Colleges and Universities. Further information can be
found at: http://www.mass.edu/shared/documents/admissions/admissionsstandards.pdf

Diploma of Distinction

e Student has taken all Honors and/or AP level core content courses when available,
during sophomore, junior, and senior years.
Student has taken and passed all Career Academy courses.
Student has successfully completed a 12th grade internship.
Student has completed all other ACS graduation requirements including 5 additional
community service hours.

e Student has received only 1 office detention per academic school year for the years
attending ACHS or no discipline over years attending ACHS.


http://www.mass.edu/shared/documents/admissions/admissionsstandards.pdf

Starting with the Class of 2023

ACS Diploma ACS Diploma of Distinction
Successful completion of: Successful completion of:
4 CP English 3 Honors/AP English
4 CP Math 3 Honors/AP Math
3 CP History - including US 3 Honors/AP History including US
3 CP Science 3 Honors/AP Science
3 years World Language 3-4 years World Language
4 years Career 4 years Career
4 years Health/P.E. Completion of successful internship
College Seminar | and Il 4 years Health/P.E.

College Seminar | and Il

1 office detention/academic school year or no
discipline

5 additional hours of community service

** If an honors level course is not an available or an option in a particular subject matter,
students will not be ineligible for the Diploma of Distinction.

NEASC Accreditation

The high school program at the Atlantis Charter School was officially accepted as a candidate for
accreditation through the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) at the beginning of
the 2015-2016 school year. The high school program was issued Initial Accreditation in June of 2018.

Advanced Placement (AP)

The Advanced Placement (AP) program at Atlantis Charter School offers students the opportunity to
enroll in a variety of rigorous college-level classes. Students are recommended for these courses based
upon excellent performance, academic achievement, and motivation to handle advanced concepts.
These courses require an exceptional amount of study, ending with the AP exam; this test is a national
exam that oftentimes carries either college credit or reduction of college requirements for graduation.
These courses follow a curriculum that has been approved by The College Board and all students
taking these classes are required to pay for and take the AP exam in May. The cost for each AP exam in
2019 is $94.00 or $53.00 for qualifying students. If students choose to not take the AP exam, they will
only receive honors level for the course, and they must pay for the unused exam fee.

At this time, Atlantis Charter School offers the following AP courses: AP Language, AP Government and
Politics, AP US History, AP Literature, AP Statistics, AP Biology, AP Environmental Science, AP Psychology,
and AP Calculus (AB). Summer work may be required and is based on the course instructor’s discretion.

In order to register for an AP course, students must meet the following conditions:



Demonstrate awareness of AP policy by signing the AP contract

Attend the AP subject information session

Attain a favorable teacher recommendation from the current content teacher
85% average or above in the current content area

Honors Level

Honors level courses provide students with the opportunity to expand their academic expertise in any
core content area. These courses provide students with the opportunity to go more in depth in these
areas, but do also carry the demand of further work and study time. These courses demand
independent learning as well as critical, creative, and analytical thinking. Students should have strong
writing skills and be capable of high level critical thinking and independent work. Students who are
highly motivated to pursue their studies in great depth should consider courses at this level.

Rising freshmen who will be attending Atlantis Charter High School in the fall are administered a
placement exam in the spring in the areas of English, Math, and Foreign Language. Students are placed
in honors history, science, English language arts, and mathematics utilizing the following scores:
placement test results, grades from the student’s sending school, and—when applicable—MCAS scores.
Since placement is limited in these courses, other factors such as attendance, discipline record, and staff
recommendations may also be considered.

Students in the sophomore, junior, and senior year are placed into an honors course based upon their
past academic performance. All students must have a minimum average of 80% in their previous course
of similar content in order to qualify for honors. Students will be placed based on the availability of open
seats and we may consider additional factors such as attendance, discipline record, and staff
recommendations for placement considerations. Honors students should be highly motivated and have
a work ethic that will ensure that all assignments are passed in on time and meet the expectations of an
honors course. A student who is not meeting the expectations of the course and does not maintain an
80% average may be removed from the class or have a written contract drawn up allowing him/her to
remain in the class under certain criteria. Each honors course will have specific rules and expectations
that will be given to the students the first day of class.

Grading Scale

The Atlantis Charter School expects academic resilience of all of its students, and therefore does not
award a passing grade below 70%. The following percentages are correspondent to the following letter
grades:

Grade Range Letter Grade Awarded
95-100 A/A+
90-94 A-/A
85-89 B/B+
80-84 B-/B
75-79 C/C+
70-74 c-/C
69 and below F




Grade Weights and Class Rank

Grade Point Averages (GPA) and class rank are important to students seeking scholarships, financial
assistance, and other post-secondary endeavors. GPA and class rank are calculated using a system of
levels and credits. Each academic and elective course is assigned the appropriate level based on the
rigor of the curriculum and the performance expectations: generally, Advanced Placement courses are
weighted at the highest level, followed by Honors courses, and then college preparatory courses.

It is important to note that levels do not affect the grade published on a student's report card. Levels
provide a means of accurately calculating class rank for a diverse population. Levels may also be utilized
to adjust for an individual with significant modifications to his/her course expectations. GPA and class
rank are calculated by multiplying a student's adjusted class averages by the corresponding credit value,
and then dividing by the total number of attempted credits.

Course Weights

Grade Un -Weighted College Prep (CP) Honors Advanced

Placement (AP)
A+ 4.0 4.0 4.8 53
A 4.0 4.0 4.5 5.0
A- 3.7 3.7 4.2 4.7
B+ 3.3 3.3 3.8 4.3
B 3.0 3.0 35 4.0
B- 2.7 2.7 3.2 3.7
C+ 2.3 23 2.8 33
C 2.0 2.0 2.5 3.0
C- 1.7 1.7 2.2 2.7
F 0 0 0 0

Atlantis will report both the weighted and unweighted GPA of all students to students and families and
institutions of higher learning. Atlantis Charter School will use this information to award the following

accolades: National Honors Society, President Awards, class valedictorian, class salutatorian and

Diploma of Distinction. Class rank is determined based on students’ weighted GPA.

The School Transcript also shows a Non Weighted GPA, which is based upon a 4.0 system. This GPA is
often required when a student applies to college. The Non Weighted GPA gives a maximum point value
of 4.0 for any course, regardless of level. Thus, an A+ is worth 4.0 points, and an A— is worth 3.7 points,
etc.



PowerSchool

Atlantis Charter School uses PowerSchool for a variety of needs that include attendance, assessment,
and grading. As a part of this service, parents are able to utilize PowerSchool to monitor student
performance in classes and attendance throughout the year. This free web-based portal is available for
any parent of an Atlantis Charter School student to access, and can be accessed from any internet
capable device one it is set up.

Homework, Make-Up Work, and Late Work

Homework is assigned and graded at an individual teacher’s discretion, based upon best practice and
Atlantis Charter High School grading policy guidelines. When assigned, homework is designed to stretch
and reinforce classroom learning, and thus is of the utmost importance. While assighments may vary in
length and content, students will be expected to submit them on time and with the highest degree of
academic integrity.

Make-Up Work:

Upon return to school, students are given one day for each day absent, not to exceed 5 days, to make up
any missed work. Any work not completed after the allotted time frame will be counted as a zero. lItis
the responsibility of the student to collect any missed work from their teachers.

Students who are determined to be cutting class or missing school on their own accord will not be given
an opportunity to make up any tests or other assignments given on the day in question. The student will
receive a zero (0) for any assignments or assessments that were missed during the time of the truancy.

Academic Integrity

As aligned with the Atlantis Charter School mission statement, students attending the Atlantis Charter
High School are expected to conduct themselves with the utmost degree of personal and academic
integrity. For this reason, academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will be met with
consequences.

Atlantis Charter High School defines academic dishonesty as any instance of deliberate plagiarism,
copying, or overall misrepresentation of individual and original academic thought. This policy does not
strictly limit itself to papers; academic dishonesty may occur in the form of copying work, looking at
another student’s exam, or complying with a student’s request to copy work. In such an event, both
students involved will be treated as equally responsible, and will be met with the same consequences.

For any offense of academic dishonesty, student(s) will receive a zero for the assighment and receive a
disciplinary consequence consistent with the Student Handbook and the circumstances of the individual
case. Repeated cases of academic dishonesty will result in a more severe progression of discipline.

Non-Discrimination Policy

Atlantis Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of sex in the educational programs or
activities, which it operates and is required by Title IX not to discriminate in such a manner. In addition,
no child shall be excluded from or discriminated against in admission to a public school or in obtaining



the advantages, privileges, and courses or the study of such public schools on account of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, or disability.

Parental Notification Law

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 71, Section 32A allows parents to exempt their children from any
portion of the curriculum that primarily involves human sexuality or human sexuality issues through
written notification from the parent/guardian to the high school site leaders. Before making a
determination, parents can call the Physical Education/Health office at 1-508-646-6410 ext. 1272 or
1274.

Special Education Services

The special education department consists of the special education coordinator and a number of special
education teachers and paraprofessionals who push into academic classrooms to provide support for
students on Individualized Education Plans (IEP’s). The school follows both state and federal mandates
for securing special education services for students, as well as for administering the proscribed
curriculum as determined by the student’s special education team.

ACS strives to meet the needs of all students, and the special education department is a major
cornerstone of this goal: the school hosts initial meetings for students who were never on an IEP before,
annual reviews of supports for students already on IEPs, and three year reevaluations for students on
IEPs who are reevaluated with psycho-educational assessments. The special education department
works collaboratively to write or rewrite all IEPs after the meetings are held. In addition, to comply with
state and federal requirements, the special education department works collaboratively to write
quarterly progress reports that supplement student progress reports and report cards.

In the context of the classroom, the special education department designs reduced and/or modified
assessments for students based on their needs and what is written in their IEPs, and works closely and
collaboratively with content teachers to improve and increase student outcomes for learning in all
content areas. Additionally, the teachers that push into academic classrooms are responsible for co-
teaching with content teachers to ensure that all students with learning disabilities are receiving the
services that they are legally entitled to.

Academic Support Full Year Course

The Academic Support course is designed to assist students who require additional support. The course
will help students become more independent and successful in their content area classes by offering
additional instruction time, targeted study skills, and subject-specific learning strategies. The course
time may also assist students who need support with homework or additional supplemental
assignments.

Title | Services

According to the U.S. Department of Education, the purpose of Title 1 funding “is to ensure that all
children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high quality education and reach, at a
minimum, proficiency on challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic
assessments." Schools with large concentrations of low-income students will receive supplemental
funds to assist in meeting students' educational goals; as a Title | district, Atlantis Charter School

10



commits itself to serving students identified for Title | services through various testing through
improvements to curriculum and instructional activities; availability to counseling; and finally, increased
parental and staff involvement.

English Language Learning (ELL) Services

Initially, the ELL teacher at the school will review new students’ academic records to determine if there
might be a need for ELL services. The teacher looks at the Home Language Survey and any evidence of
current enrollment in an ELL/ESL program, as well as prior MCAS scores, report cards, reading test
scores, and any other pertinent academic information that is included in the files.

When a student is identified as possibly needing ELL services, the teacher will request that an ELL
screening test, called W-APT (WIDA ACCESS Placement Test), be administered to the student. This test
assesses the student in four language areas or domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. If the
student earns a Level 5.0 or higher in all of the domains, he/she does not need ELL services; however, if
the student scores below a 5.0 he/she qualifies. At that point the ELL teacher will meet with the
student’s parents/guardians to obtain their permission to start supporting their child in the school's ELL
program.

English as a Second Language (ESL) courses are designed for the rapid mastery of the English language,
focusing on reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. ESL courses usually begin with extensive
listening and speaking practice, building on auditory and oral skills, and then move on to reading and
writing. These courses provide an explanation of basic structures of the English language, enabling
students to progress from an elementary understanding of English words and verb tenses to a more
comprehensive grasp of various formal and informal styles and then to advance to “regular” English
courses. ESL classes may also include an orientation to the customs and culture of the diverse
population in the United States.

01008 ESL/ELL | Full Year Course

This class is based on the Massachusetts Frameworks and the WIDA standards for English Language
Development. Classes focus on the explicit instruction of the English language in listening, writing,
speaking and reading through the content of ELA. Students will read and analyze short selections of
fiction and non-fiction literature. It also helps to develop the social and academic language necessary for
success in core content SEI (Sheltered Immersion Instruction) classes. This class prepares students for
the ACCESS test for ELLs. This class is for newcomers and beginner students whose English Language
Development (ELD) is level 1+, as indicated on the W-apt test or ACCESS.

01008 ESL/ELL Il Full Year Course
This class is based on the Massachusetts Frameworks and the WIDA standards for English Language
Development. Classes focus on the explicit instruction of the English language in listening, writing,
speaking and reading through the content of ELA. Students read and discuss short selections of
literature and will analyze various genres, such as fiction, non-fiction, drama, poetry in ELD level-
appropriate English. Writing activities include guided compositions in narrative, expository and
persuasive writing. This class prepares students for the ACCESS and ELA MCAS. This class is for students
whose English Language Development (ELD) is level 2, as indicated on the W-apt test or ACCESS.
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010082 ESL/ELL llI Full Year Course
This transitional class is based on the Massachusetts Frameworks and the WIDA standards for English
Language Development. Classes focus on the explicit instruction of the English language in listening,
writing, speaking and reading through the content of ELA. Students read and discuss short selections of
literature and will analyze various genres, such as fiction, non-fiction, drama and the novel. This class
prepares students for the ACCESS and ELA MCAS. This class is for students whose English Language
Development (ELD) is level 3, as indicated on the ACCESS.

School Counseling

The school counseling curriculum focuses on college and career exploration as well as the college
application process. The school guidance counselor assists students in identifying and evaluating
personal goals, priorities, aptitudes, and interests to help them make informed decisions about their
futures. Additionally, the counseling department also aims to help students match their interests and
aptitudes to college and career options with a focus on using employment information effectively,
acquiring and improving job-seeking and interview skills, composing job applications and resumes, and
learning the skills needed to remain in and advance within the workplace. While College Seminar | & Il
occurs during junior and senior year, the school guidance counselor works closely with the career | and Il
instructors to push in to classes to support students in freshman and sophomore year.

The College Seminar

In addition to this rigorous program of study, students must also complete both components of the
college seminar course in order to be eligible for graduation. The class is graded pass/fail, but it does
include a number of critical life skills for students to understand before graduation. The course
descriptions are as follows:

22106 College Seminar | Grade 11 Half-Year Course

This mandatory junior year seminar meets weekly during the spring semester. During this class,
students work with the school guidance counselor to start the college exploration

and application process. Topics include college exploration, creating a college list, soliciting and
gathering letters of recommendation, discussion and preparation for the SAT/ACT
examinations, PSAT score analysis, resume building, preliminary career exploration, and an
introduction to the Naviance system.

22106 College Seminar Il Grade 12 Full-Year Course

This mandatory senior year seminar meets weekly during senior year. During this class,
students work with the school guidance counselor through the many steps of the college
application process. Topics of this course include the completion of the Common App, drafting
and finalizing the college essay, deeper exploration of the Naviance system, completing and
submitting college applications, practicing and improving interviewing skills, measuring
progress towards mastery of the SAT/ACT examinations, applying for financial aid —including
building a FAFSA/CSS Profile—completion of the resume, and beginning the process of the post-
graduate job search.
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School Adjustment and Psychological Services

The school adjustment counselors are also available for students to utilize to gain emotional and social
support; these services include—but are not limited to—crisis management, family outreach, referrals
for services, and student mediation. Additionally, school adjustment counselors are active participants in
intervention strategy planning sessions and coordinates the mentoring program between at-risk
students and a trusted staff member. The school adjustment counselor may also push into academic
classroom settings to enhance or execute anti-bullying, character education, or life skills curriculum.

The district also has a school psychologist available to complete educational testing and assist with the
social-emotional needs of students; the school psychologist is on-site.

English Language Arts

The English department strives to create a program of study that consistently and skillfully reinforces
mastery in a variety of ways that speak to the main domains of literacy: reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. Students who complete the English Language Arts curriculum at Atlantis Charter High School
will become self-motivated learners and lifelong readers who are constantly curious and inquisitive
about their world. The English department fosters many interpersonal skills through the study of
language and literature, with a strong emphasis on understanding the student’s world in real time.
Through a series of complex and engaging texts and assessments, students will develop the capability to
read and communicate effectively across a variety of contexts in order to find success in our 21 century
world.

By the end of high school, successful English Language Arts students at Atlantis Charter High School will
be able to:

Communicate effectively in writing with respect to any given audience and purpose
Utilize oral discourse to communicate and exchange ideas with the ever-present goal of
inquiring and learning
Develop a lifelong love of reading
Read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of complex texts that include books, poems, plays,
articles, films, and other visual texts

e Utilize proper conventions of written and spoken English in order to convey ideas appropriately
and articulately

e Utilize a variety of texts to inform a nuanced understanding of the 21 century world, and to
guestion and analyze the world through a lens of informed thought

e Utilize a variety of texts to understand, analyze, and critique insights into the experience of
people, culture, and historical time periods

13



The English Department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection
9 English | Honors English | Not Available
10 English Il Honors English I Not Available
11 English llI Honors English 11 AP English Language
and Composition
12 English IV English IV AP English Literature
and Composition
Elective Creative Writing Not Available Not Available
Elective ELA Remediation Not Available Not Available

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only

Description of Courses

01001 English | Grade 9 Full Year Course

English | aims to provide students with a basic introduction to literary study through a variety of text
genres that speak to myriad times, places, and people for a well-rounded view of the world around us.
While major texts of study will include writing by authors of literary merit, this study will be
supplemented with contemporary writing and articles to further enhance skill acquisition. Students who
successfully complete this course will develop skills in the following areas: critical thinking and
guestioning, reading, writing, vocabulary, and grammar.

01001H Honors English | Grade 9 Full Year Course

The aims of the honors English | course are similar in nature, but emphasize deeper inquiry into the
major study of literature and increased rigor in writing and communicating ideas about literature.
Students will begin to develop a basic understanding of the significance of language in writing, and will
further explore these skills through writing intensive projects and an emphasis on class discussion and
independent inquiry.

01002 English Il Grade 10 Full Year Course

English 10 has a running theme of exploring one’s identity during the transition from child to young
adult, and how that is affected by the world we live in. We accomplish this through examining and
analyzing classic and contemporary literature and poetry. The core focus of English 10 is reinforcing and
expanding the following skill areas: writing, both in terms of complexity and the ability to communicate
effectively; critical thinking; independent reading and comprehension. Students are assessed each
quarter through tests, quizzes, written assignments, participation, and one creative project.

01002H Honors English Il Grade 10 Full Year Course

The honors track for English Il has the same foundation as the academic track, but with increased rigor
and responsibility. That responsibility largely manifests through assigned reading outside of class. The
honors class will average roughly one more novel per quarter than academic classes, for a total of three
additional novels. Although the class is still largely based in reinforcing and expanding skills, the
everyday routine is run more like a seminar with student-driven discussion and extended periods of
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independent writing. Students are assessed each quarter through tests, quizzes, written assignments,
participation, and one creative project.

01003 English lll American Literature Grade 11 Full Year Course

This course will explore American literature beginning at the turn of the twentieth century through the
modern era. Students will read and reread a text, employ a variety of reading strategies to enhance
comprehension skills, engage in discourse about the text, engage in critical analysis, synthesize fiction
and historical context, and use text evidence to support claims in literary responses. Areas of emphasis
in writing instruction include writing a variety of essays of length that develop research skills, develop a
style, and begin to cultivate and sharpen skills for college and career readiness.

01003H Honors English Ill American Literature Grade 11 Full Year Course

The aims of the eleventh grade honors course are similar in nature to the academic course, but
emphasizes a stronger focus on independent work and thought development. The main differentiation
between this course and the academic English course is overall depth and speed of content, but the
aims and outcomes are essentially the same.

01005A AP English Language/Comp. Grade 11 Full Year Course

Students enrolled in this rigorous college level English course will read across a wide breadth of
nonfiction and fiction texts to inform their overall knowledge of rhetoric, writing, and writing
development. Through a number of different kinds of writing assessments and the close study of various
texts, students will develop this deep understanding of writing as a form of ideological exchange by
answering essential questions that will allow them to develop a more complex and nuanced
understanding of writing and its particular aim.

01004 English IV Survey in Literature Grade 12 Full Year Course

Building on the foundation established in English lll, English IV will engage students in the analysis of
multiple literary genres within the larger context of American and World literature. Students will analyze
major themes in literature such as "justice, freedom and equality," "loneliness and isolation," and
"identity". Students will practice the high-level skills of reading critically, collaborating to create new
knowledge, presenting ideas to an authentic audience, and writing effectively for a wide variety of
audiences and purposes. Students will conduct original research in an area of interest and produce
either a research paper or project/presentation.

01004H Honors English IV Survey in Literature Grade 12 Full Year Course

The aims of the twelfth grade honors course are similar in nature to the academic course, but
emphasizes a stronger focus on independent work and thought development. The main differentiation
between this course and the academic English course is overall depth and speed of content, but the
aims and outcomes are essentially the same.

01006A AP English Literature/Comp. Grade 12 Full Year Course

Students enrolled in this rigorous college level English course will read across a wide breadth of fiction
texts including novels, novellas, short stories, and poetry to inform their overall knowledge of literary
composition and tradition. Through a number of different kinds of writing assessments and the close
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study of various texts, students will develop this deep understanding of literature as a method of
ideological exchange and as an art form, with the course resulting in a well-rounded understanding of
the major shifts in classical and contemporary literature.

In addition to these courses, Atlantis Charter School may offer electives at the discretion of the district
and based upon availability of highly qualified teachers for the content area. These courses will speak
directly to student interest, and will also be contingent upon scheduling availability.

01068 ELA Remediation Full Year

Course

English Language Arts Remediation is intended to improve skills to advance learners to the appropriate
curriculum level. The course will begin with a series of assessments and prescribe curriculum based on
the level a student needs to reach. The course will help guide and support students to expand the
following skill areas: proper sentence structure, vocabulary, grammar, independent reading and
comprehension. Students are assessed each quarter through summative and formative assessments
including tests, quizzes, written assignments, participation, and progress.

Social Studies and History

In our society, it is essential for individuals to be well-informed, active citizens who can make rational
decisions and evaluate the world around them. The Social Studies Department at Atlantis Charter High
School works to foster these values in our students so they can be ready to compete in the global
economy. To meet these aims, students analyze and interpret various historical text, collaborate on
projects, and draw comparisons to today through rigorous standards-based curriculum. The Social
Studies Departments takes an interdisciplinary approach with an emphasis on literacy skills and
performance-based data to complete the curriculum and prepare students for college and beyond.

By the end of high school, successful social studies and history students at Atlantis Charter High School
will be able to...

Communicate and collaborate effectively through reading, writing, and speaking
Think critically and solve problems

Possess a varied view of the society and the world.

Utilize technology in accordance with 215t century skills

Demonstrate citizenship and the values of a democratic society

The Social Studies and History Department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement Selection

9 Ancient World History | | Honors Ancient World Not Available

History

10 U.S History | Honors US History | Not Available

11 U.S. History Il Honors U.S. History Il AP U.S. History

12 U.S. Government and Currently not offered AP Government and Politics

Politics

12 Criminology/Sociology Not Available Not Available

Elective* Not Available Not Available AP Psychology
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*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only

Description of Courses

04058 Ancient World History Grade 9 Full Year Course

This course provides a thematic survey of the major events in human history from prehistoric times
through the Enlightenment. Students will examine the major interactions and ideas that helped shape
the modern world. Students will develop communication skills through analytical writing, reading,
discussions, and presentations. They will be expected to think critically and examine primary sources. In
addition, current events will be discussed on a rotating basis. Students are expected to work
collaboratively and independently.

04058H Honors Ancient World History Grade 9 Full Year Course

This course provides an advanced thematic survey of the major events in human history from prehistoric
times through the Enlightenment. Each unit draws upon different dynamics of change and continuity
through various primary and secondary sources which students will analyze in relation to the modern
world. Students are expected to complete historical analysis by evaluating multiple perspectives and
conducting evidence-based research. In addition, students are expected to use their knowledge and
skills to complete a current events project. Honors level coursework is designed for students who want
an understanding of history beyond the regular curriculum. Material is taught at a quicker pace. The
ability to work collaboratively and independently, as well as complete long-term assignments is a must.

04102 U.S. | Grade 10 Full Year Course

In U.S. History |, students will study and evaluate the fundamental concepts of the early history of the
United States. This course covers the time period of roughly 1754 to 1920. Students will begin their
studies with the French and Indian War and end at the cessation of the First World War. In this course,
students will examine the motivations for the American Revolution, the era of the Articles of
Confederation, the basis for the U.S. republic, the framework of the U.S. Constitution, the establishment
of political parties, the push for westward expansion, economic and social change, regional conflict, the
Civil War, the Reconstruction era, the turn to modernity, the Industrial Revolution, Progressivism, and
the United State's involvement in the First World War. Students will be required to read, interpret,
analyze, and write about primary and secondary source historical information and documents in this
course.

04102H U.S. 1 Honors Grade 10 Full Year Course

In Honors U.S. History |, students will study and evaluate the fundamental concepts of the early history
of the United States with relative independence and engage with these concepts on a more intellectual
level. This course covers the time period of roughly 1754 to 1920. Students will begin their studies with
the French and Indian War and end at the cessation of First World War. In this course, students will
examine the motivations for the American Revolution, the era of the Articles of Confederation, the basis
for the U.S. republic, the framework of the U.S. Constitution, the establishment of political parties, the
push for westward expansion, economic and social change, regional conflict, the Civil War, the
Reconstruction era, the turn to modernity, the Industrial Revolution, Progressivism, and the United
State's involvement in the First World War. Students will be required to read, interpret and analyze
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primary and secondary source historical information and documents in this course. Students will also be
required to integrate their understanding of these texts and documents through writing. By the end of
the course, students will be able to analyze evidence, speak to themes of historical causation, continuity
and change over time, and possess the ability to understand distinctions between periods of United
States History.

04103 U.S. History Il Grade 11 Full Year Course

In this course students will cover U.S. history from the year 1877 to the present, there will also be a
review of major events in U.S. history prior to 1877. History should be more than just names and dates.
Classroom activities will be centered on our academic values: question, dig, and create. Students will be
empowered as historians to analyze, critique, and write histories that add to the continuously evolving
body of historical scholarship. Through this historical work, they will develop transferable skills,
including making effective arguments verbally and through writing, critiquing academic work,
independently seeking evidence to support argument, and breaking down cause and effect of complex
events.

04103H Honors U.S. History Il Grade 11 Full Year Course

Through complex and deep historical work, students in honors U.S. history will develop transferable
skills, including making effective arguments verbally and through writing, critiquing academic work,
independently seeking evidence to support argument, and breaking down cause and effect of complex
events in a more college-level context. The course demands more reading and writing, but the spirit of
the course is the same across honors and academic levels.

04104A AP US History Grade 11 Full Year Course

AP U.S. History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university U.S.
history course. In AP U.S. History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and
processes in nine historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use
the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary
sources; developing historical arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about
contextualization, causation, and continuity and change over time. The course also provides seven
themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical
developments in different times and places: American and national identity; migration and settlement;
politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; geography and the
environment; and culture and society

04151A AP U.S. Gov 't./Politics Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

This rigorous college level course will include a study of background and events leading up to the
creation of the American Republic and will analyze the political, social and economic factors that have
shaped the American Federal system of government from colonial times to the present. There is a
strong focus on the close reading of the documents that have shaped our government’s history. Topics
of the course include the Age of Enlightenment, U.S. Government and Constitution, Federalism and the
U.S. Congress, the Presidency and the Executive Branch, the Judicial Branch and the U.S. Legal System,
Government and Economic Policy, Foreign Policy and National Security, Fundamental Freedoms and
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Individual Rights, Civil Rights and the Civil Rights Movement, Public Opinion and Interest Groups,
Political Parties and the Electoral Process, and State Government.

04151 U.S. Gov'’t./Politics Grade 12 Full Year Course

This course is an introduction to the basic concepts of the United States government, political process
and the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. It is a full year course offered primarily to senior
students. The topics covered in this course include: the purpose and function of government, types and
structures of government, the roots of the democratic system, the functions of a republican
government, the principles of US government, the formation of the US government, the US Constitution,
the role and structure of the US government, the three branches of government and their
functions/responsibilities, political parties, local and state government structure and processes, historic
and current public policy issues, major supreme court cases that have shaped the US government, and
voting and election.

04256A AP Psychology Full Year Course

AP Psychology is an introductory college-level psychology course. Students cultivate their
understanding of the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes
through inquiry-based investigations as they explore concepts like the biological bases of
behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental
psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social
psychology.

Science and Technology

The Science department aims to teach students both the facts of science and the skill of
thinking “like a scientist,” analytically and carefully thought each problem. Our students will
become able to relate scientific principles to their own life and to continue to explore science
concepts throughout their life and in public policy debates. For any student seeking a career in
the science, medicine, or engineering, we aim to give students excellent preparation for any
required college science courses. Science also uses skills and content from many other
disciplines: mathematical formulas, advanced vocabulary, and communication of ideas in
precise, concise language. We aim for all of our students to be able to use science knowledge
and thinking skills for success in the 215 century.

By the end of high school, successful Science students at Atlantis Charter High School will be
able to...

o Use higher order thinking to analyze real-world scientific problems

® Problem solve in the context of complex hands-on situations
Communicate ideas and opinions by referring to scientific observations and
experimental results
Connect scientific theories to experiments and observations.
Use formulas and mathematics in order to better analyze scientific problems.
Produce strong scientific writing.
Relate scientific principles to events and situations in their own lives.

19



The Science and Technology Department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection
9 Physics Honors Physics Not Available
10 Chemistry Honors Chemistry Not Available
11 Biology Honors Biology AP Biology
12 Environmental Science Currently not offered AP Environmental
Science

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only
**Due to enrollment, these courses are offered at the discretion of the district

Description of Courses

03151 Physics Grade 9 Full Year Course

Physics involves the study of the forces and laws of nature affecting matter, such as equilibrium, motion,
momentum, and the relationships between matter and energy. The study of physics includes
examination of sound, light, and magnetic and electric phenomena.

03151H Honors Physics Grade 9 Full Year Course

Honors Physics courses provide instruction in laws of conservation, thermodynamics, and kinetics; wave
and particle phenomena; electromagnetic fields; and fluid dynamics.

03101 Chemistry Grade 10 Full Year Course

Chemistry involves studying the composition, properties, and reactions of substances. These courses
typically explore such concepts as the behavior of solids, liquids, and gases; acid/base and
oxidation/reduction reactions; and atomic structure. Chemical formulas and equations and nuclear
reactions are also studied.

03101H Honors Chemistry Grade 10 Full Year Course

Honors Chemistry covers chemical properties and interactions in more detail. Advanced chemistry topics
include organic chemistry, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, macromolecules, kinetic theory, and
nuclear chemistry.

03051 Biology Grade 11 Full Year Course

Biology builds from middle school life science, and aims to provide students with a thorough
understanding of the four core ideas of Biology: From molecules to organisms: structures and processes,
Ecosystems: interactions, energy, and dynamics, Heredity: inheritance and variation of traits, and
Biological Evolution: unity and diversity. Students who successfully complete this course will develop
critical science and engineering practices of developing models, constructing explanations, engaging in
argumentation from evidence; and obtaining, evaluating and communicating information.
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03051H Honors Biology Grade 11 Full Year Course

The aims of the honors Biology course are similar in nature, but emphasize deeper inquiry into the four
core ideas of Biology. Students who develop critical science and engineering practices of developing
models, constructing explanations, engaging in argumentation from evidence; and obtaining, evaluating
and communicating information, will further explore these skills through independent inquiry, research
in the medical paradigm, and rigorous case studies.

03003 Environmental Science Grade 12 Full Year Course

Environmental Science builds from Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and middle school Earth Science. The
course aims to provide students with a thorough understanding of ecology, human interactions with the
environment, earth's resources, environmental policy, and sustainability. Students who successfully
complete this course will develop critical science and engineering practices of developing models,
constructing explanations, engaging in argumentation from evidence; and obtaining, evaluating and
communicating information.

03056A AP Biology Grade 12 Full Year Course

This is an accelerated standards based course, which meets the standards for Advanced Placement
distinction as defined by the College Board. Content of the course is based on college level curricula and
assessment, as well as lectures and laboratory exercises. Topics include biochemistry, cells, energy, cell
division and reproduction, genetics, biotechnology, evolution, cell communication and ecology.

In addition to these courses, Atlantis Charter School may offer electives at the discretion of the district
and based upon availability of highly qualified teachers for the content area. These courses will speak
directly to student interest, and will also be contingent upon scheduling availability.

03006A AP Environmental Science Grade 12 Full Year Course

The AP Environmental Science course provides students with the scientific principles, concepts, and
processes necessary to understand the interrelationships of the natural world. Students will analyze
these concepts in order to develop and justify solutions to various environmental and social problems.
This course enables students to learn how to assess the risks associated with these problems and
evaluate alternative solutions for resolving and preventing them.

Mathematics

The Atlantis Charter High School Mathematics curriculum incorporates the Common Core State
Standards for mathematics, which are included in the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for
Mathematics (http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/math/0311.pdf). In addition to the graduation
requirements, all students must pass the Grade 10 Math MCAS. In accordance with the Common Core
Standards for Mathematics and its Standards for Mathematical Practice, goals of the ACHS Mathematics
curriculum include improving students’ ability to:

Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
Model with mathematics.

Use appropriate tools strategically.
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e Attend to precision.

o Look for and make use of structure.
® Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

The mathematics department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection
9 Algebra | Geometry Not Available
10 Geometry Algebra ll Not Available
11 Algebra Il Pre- AP Calculus AB or AP
Calculus/Trigonometry Statistics
12 Financial Algebra or Currently Not Offered AP Calculus AB or AP
Precalculus/Trigonome Statistics
try

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only

Description of Courses

02052 Algebra |

Grade 9

Full Year Course

The objective of Algebra 1 is to give students an understanding of algebra by emphasizing concepts,
structure, and applications. Topics include the real number system, number theory, algebraic expressions
and sentences, linear and quadratic equations, inequalities, operations with polynomials, relations and
functions, graphing equalities and inequalities, radical expressions, factoring polynomials, exponents,
exponential and rational functions, and solving systems of equations. Scientific calculators are used

throughout the course.

02072 Geometry

Grade 9/10

Full Year Course

The focus of this course will be on discovery and realistic applications of geometric relationships and
principles. Topics covered include: points, lines, planes, angles, midpoint and distance formulas,
transformations, inductive and deductive reasoning, conditional and bi-conditional statements, algebraic
and geometric proofs, transversals, parallel and perpendicular lines, slope, triangle congruence proofs,
bisectors, triangular inequalities, the Pythagorean Theorem, types of quadrilaterals, ratios and proportions,
similarity, trigonometric ratios, angles of elevation and depression, the Law of Sines and Cosines, and
vectors. Throughout the course, we will also perform constructions, including but not limited to
constructions of segments, angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, and regular polygons.

02056 Algebra ll

Grade 10

Full Year Course

In addition to expanding the mathematical concepts of Algebra I, an emphasis is placed on preparation for
study of higher mathematics. Topics include the complex number system, quadratic equations and
inequalities, graphs of functions and relations, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and
series, modeling linear and quadratic data, and trigonometry. The function concept and algebraic solution
to problems in various content areas is also included. Graphing calculators are required for this course
(T1-83 or TI-84 is recommended).
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02110 Pre-Calculus/Trig Grade 11 Full Year Course

This course is for students who plan to take Calculus or a later college-level mathematics class. It includes
topics in number patterns, sequences and series, equations and inequalities, functions and their graphs,
inverses, and transformations, polynomial and rational functions, complex numbers, techniques in
problem solving, exponential and logarithmic functions, triangular and circular trigonometry,
trigonometric graphs, trigonometric equations, trigonometric identities and applications of trigonometry,
polar coordinates, and limits and continuity.

02110H Honors Pre-Calculus/Trig Grade 11 Full Year Course

This course is for students who plan to take Calculus. It includes topics on number patterns, functions
and their inverses, circular and triangular trigonometry, polynomials and rational expressions,
inequalities and absolute value, exponentials and logarithms, graphs and their applications, techniques
in problem solving, complex numbers, polar coordinates, matrices and determinants, sequences and
series, probability and statistics, the binomial theorem, limits and continuity. This course is designed for
students who have the study habits, maturity, and motivation necessary to be successful in this course.
Enrichment topics and activities are added to this course as appropriate.

02157 Financial Algebra Grade 12 Full Year Course

Financial Algebra is a year-long course designed to develop a strong foundation in logical thinking and
problem solving that will enable students to make informative decisions regarding matters of money
and finance in their daily lives. Students will be required to use mathematics frequently in their daily
lives to make crucial decisions that will affect them and their family's lifestyles. This algebra based-
course will focus on investing, banking, credit, income taxes, insurance, and household budgeting.

02124A AP Calculus AB Grade 11 Full Year Course

AP Calculus AB is roughly equivalent to a first semester college calculus course devoted to topics in
differential and integral calculus. The P course covers topics in these areas, including concepts and skills
of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. The course teaches
students to approach calculus concepts and problems when they are represented graphically,
numerically, analytically, and verbally, and to make connections amongst these representations.
Students learn how to use technology to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and support
conclusions. This is a college level full year course that meets five times per week.

02203A AP Statistics Grade 12 Full Year Course

The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus based college course
in statistics. The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for
collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual
themes; exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference.
Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual
understanding.

Foreign Language

Communication and cultural competency are the goals at the heart of the program of studies developed
by the foreign language department. Students who complete the foreign language curriculum at Atlantis
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Charter High School acquire language through a variety of engaging Comprehensible Input based
activities and projects that help them gain proficiency in the main areas of reading, speaking, listening,
and writing. Students also increase their knowledge of the world around them by learning about other
Spanish speaking cultures and opportunities to use their skills both inside and outside of the classroom.
Through performance based assessments, students demonstrate their ability to communicate
authentically, exchange ideas, and navigate the diverse 21st century world around them.

By the end of high school, successful foreign language students at Atlantis Charter High School will be
able to...

Follow instructions in the target language.

Narrate a story in the past and the present.

Summarize information in the target language.

Write notes, stories, and letters.

Appropriately greet others and respond to greetings.

Identify the elements of a story.

Ask and answer questions.

Compare and contrast his/her own culture to the culture of Spanish or French speaking
countries.

The foreign language department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection

9 Spanish |, French I* Not Available Not Available

10 Spanish Il, French Il Honors Spanish Not Available

11 Spanish I, French llI Honors Spanish Il Not Available

12 Spanish IV Honors Spanish IV Currently not offered

Native Speakers Honors Spanish
Literature and
Language

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only. * French | is not
being offered in the 2019-2020 school year.

Description of Courses

06101 Spanish | Grade 9 Full Year Course

This course is designed to introduce students to Spanish language and culture, Spanish | courses
emphasize basic grammar and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken accent so that students can
read, write, speak, and understand the language at a basic level within predictable areas of need, using
customary courtesies and conventions. Spanish culture is introduced through the art, literature,
customs, and history of Spanish-speaking people.

06102 Spanish I Grade 10 Full Year Course

Spanish Il builds upon skills developed in Spanish |, extending students’ ability to understand and
express themselves in Spanish and increasing their vocabulary. Typically, students learn how to engage
in discourse for informative or social purposes, write expressions or passages that show understanding
of sentence construction and the rules of grammar, and comprehend the language when spoken slowly.
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Students may explore the customs, history, and art forms of Spanish-speaking people to deepen their
understanding of the culture(s).

06102H Honors Spanish Il Grade 10 Full Year Course

While the aims of the honors track of Spanish Il are the same, the course fundamentally differs in that
students develop a stronger sense of agency around their Spanish speaking abilities; students write and
read Spanish much more independently. Additionally, students begin to transition to a Spanish course
that is instructed increasingly more prevalently in Spanish, with more than half of the direct instruction
and student work being delivered and completed in Spanish.

06103 Spanish IlI Grade 11 Full Year Course

Spanish Il is a year-long course which increases both linguistic skills in Spanish and knowledge about the
culture of Spanish-speaking countries. The emphasis of the course is on learning the language and
vocabulary most commonly used by native speakers, building reading and listening comprehension, and
improving written and spoken fluency. Class is conducted primarily in Spanish and you are expected to
interact with the teacher and each other in Spanish.

06103H Honors Spanish Il Grade 11 Full Year Course

While the aims of the honors track of Spanish Il are the same, the course fundamentally differs in that
students develop a stronger sense of agency around their Spanish speaking abilities; students write and
read Spanish much more independently, and the course is conducted almost exclusively in Spanish.

06104 Spanish IV Grade 12 Full Year Course

Spanish IV builds upon skills developed in Spanish lll. Spanish IV uses a variety of materials and
instructional techniques to get students expressing themselves in the target language. Students will
begin to master the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Proficiency Levels
of Intermediate High level to Advanced Low vocabulary and grammar. Students will read current event
articles in the target language and be able to discuss cultural practices among various Hispanic
peoples. Students will be able to listen to, read and write their own beginner level stories in the target
language. *Not offered in 2019-2020 school year.

06104H Honors Spanish IV Grade 12 Full Year Course

While the aims of the honors track of Spanish IV are the same, the course fundamentally differs in that
students develop a stronger sense of agency around their Spanish speaking abilities; students write and
read Spanish much more independently, and the course is conducted almost exclusively in Spanish.

06109 Honors Spanish Literature & Language Full Year Course

Students will continue to develop their proficiency in speaking, listening, writing and reading by
interacting with other advanced speakers of Spanish. Students will understand oral and written
messages in the target language and will make level -appropriate oral and written presentations.
Students will explore how literary texts enable us to reach a deeper appreciation of other cultures and
a better understanding of who we are. This class will expose students to the uniqueness of Latin
American and Spanish writers through some of their most thought-provoking works. The course also
introduces basic tools to help increase students’ ability to think, read, discuss, and write critically about
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literature from the Spanish-speaking world. Works will be approached from different analytical
perspectives by also taking into account the particular cultural, historical, political, and philosophical
background inherent to each text. Students will be exposed to advanced grammar and vocabulary
structures when needed to reinforce what the students are discussing or reading about in class.
Students will also be exposed to target language readings about current events in the United States and
throughout the Spanish- speaking world. Students will be assessed in multiple ways including tests,
quizzes, homework, and oral and written discussions of the texts presented.

06121 French 1 Full Year Course

French | is a year-long course that introduces students to the study of French language and francophone
cultures around the world. Classes are conducted primarily in French and emphasis is placed on high
frequency vocabulary. Throughout the year, students will explore francophone cultures and make
cultural and linguistic connections between other cultures and our own.

*ACS will not be offering French | in the 2019-2020 school year

06122 French Il Full Year Course

French Il builds upon skills developed in French |, extending students’ ability to understand and express
themselves in French and increasing their vocabulary. Typically, students learn how to engage in
discourse for informative or social purposes, write expressions or passages that show understanding of
sentence construction and the rules of grammar, and comprehend the language when spoken slowly. In
addition to these courses, Atlantis Charter School may offer electives at the discretion of the district and
based upon availability of highly qualified teachers for the content area. These courses will speak
directly to student interest, and will also be contingent upon scheduling availability.

06123 French llI Full Year Course

Students continue to develop their proficiency in speaking, listening, writing and reading by
interacting with other speakers of French. Students will understand oral and written messages in the
target language and will make level -appropriate oral and written presentations. Students communicate
on a variety of topics using complex structures, moving from concrete to more abstract concepts. They
will comprehend the main ideas of authentic materials (including comprehensively written readings
about current events) and language- learner chapter books that they read and hear, and will be able to
identify significant details when topics are familiar. Students will learn more advanced grammar topics
not previously covered in levels 1 and 2, such as the future and conditional verb tenses, reflexive verb
tenses, and describing the events of the past using the imperfect tenses of verbs. Students will engage
in conversations, provide and obtain information, make recommendations, give information about one's
health, one's daily routine, and exchange opinions about topics such as planning for overseas vacations.
Students will learn how to express future plans, to prepare them to discuss college/career plans and
discuss vocabulary for the professions they would like to explore. Throughout the course, students will
demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the Francophone
cultures studied and their own.
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Physical Education and Wellness

The Physical Education/Health department seeks to establish a program of study that continually strives
for students to master the main domains of both physical education and health. Speaking to physical
education specifically these domains include: sequential motor skills, personal wellness, life-long
physical activities, and developmentally appropriate fitness benchmarks. In the area of health education
the domains are: physical health, social/emotional health, safety/prevention, and community health.
Students who complete the Physical Education/Health curriculum at Atlantis Charter High School will
become life-long physically active adults that possess an intrinsic motivation to maintain their physical,
social, emotional, and mental health. The Physical Education/Health department will, undoubtedly,
foster strong interpersonal skills through team play and problem solving. More specifically in health
education students will develop and understanding of how their immediate decisions can affect both
their short-term and long-term health. All of these tasks, combined, will allow our students the
opportunity to become productive members of our 21 century world.

By the end of high school, successful Physical Education/Health students at Atlantis Charter High School
will be able to:

e Demonstrate developmentally appropriate competence (basic skills, strategies, and rules) in
many and proficiency in a few movement forms and motor skills (team sports, aquatics,
individual/dual sports, outdoor pursuits, self-defense, dance, and gymnastics).

e Identify the components of physical fitness and the factors involved in planning and evaluating
fitness programs for individuals at different stages of the life cycle.

e Understand how activity participation patterns are likely to change throughout life and identify
strategies to deal with those changes, including a plan for life-long wellness.

e Utilize a variety of texts to inform a nuanced understanding of the 21st century world, and to
guestion and analyze the world through a lens of informed thought.

e Utilize oral discourse to communicate and exchange ideas with the ever-present goal of
inquiring and learning.

e Implement basic healthy routines and guidelines to ensure an overall positive well-being.

The Physical Education and Health department will achieve these aims through the following courses:

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection
9 Phys. Ed. | AND Health | Not Available Not Available
10 Phys. Ed. Il AND Health Not Available Not Available
Il
11 Phys. Ed. lll AND Health Not Available Not Available
1]
12 Phys. Ed. IV AND Not Available Not Available
Health IV

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only
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Description of Courses

08001 Physical Education | Grade 9

In this course, students will demonstrate developmentally appropriate competence (basic skills,
strategies, and rules) in many and proficiency in a few movement forms and motor skills (team sports,
aquatics, individual/dual sports, outdoor pursuits, self-defense, dance, and gymnastics), demonstrate
activities for warming up and cooling down before and after aerobic exercise, and apply concepts about
sequential motor learning and development, biomechanics, exercise physiology, and sports psychology.

08051 Health and Wellness | Grade 9

In this course, students will be able to describe the impact of behavior and environment on failure of
body systems (nervous, muscular, skeletal, circulatory, respiratory, endocrine, and excretory systems),
describe the growth patterns and body changes within human beings throughout the life cycle (from
prenatal through late adulthood), including critical periods in growth and development, describe how
both heredity (including congenital factors) and the environment influence growth and development.

08001 Physical Education Il Grade 10

Students can demonstrate exercises in strength training, cardiovascular activities, and flexibility training,
identify the components of physical fitness and the factors involved in planning and evaluating fitness
programs for individuals at different stages of the life cycle, conduct a personally developed physical
activity program, and meet developmentally appropriate health-related fitness benchmarks.

08051 Health and Wellness 11 Grade 10

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to describe the digestive process and how
substances (alcohol, drugs, and chemicals) interfere with metabolism, explain the relationships among
dietary intake (including nutritional supplements), eating behaviors, physical activity, and emotional
health, describe the nutritional needs and outcomes associated with life stages (prenatal through late
adulthood), and identify the effects of food preparation techniques on the nutritional value of the food.
Identify common food-borne illnesses. Additionally, students will be able to identify and practice
resource management skills needed to maintain and improve nutritional health, identify and analyze
dietary plans, costs, and long-term outcomes of weight management programs, and identify how social
and cultural messages about food and eating influence nutrition choices.

08001 Physical Education Il Grade 11

Students will be able to identify life-management skills and protective factors that contribute to
achieving personal wellness health goals, including researching, evaluating, and implementing strategies
to manage personal wellness, monitor progress, and revise plans. Students will also be able to
understand how activity participation patterns are likely to change throughout life and identify
strategies to deal with those changes, including a plan for life-long wellness. Finally, students will apply
safe practices, rules, procedures, and sportsmanship etiquette in physical activity settings, including how
to anticipate potentially dangerous consequences and outcomes of participation in physical activity, as
well as define the functions of leadership in team sports (increasing motivation, efficiency, and
satisfaction).
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08051 Health and Wellness Il Grade 11

Students will identify shared community and societal beliefs that underlie violence and describe the
relationship between negative stress and violence. Students will identify the mental health and legal
consequences of harassment (for example, gender, racial, handicap, sexual in nature, etc.). Students will
describe the relationships among attitudes, behaviors, and vulnerability to violence, explain why some
people admire others who gain social status through violence and how this can contribute to further
violence, identify those character traits that are connected with peaceful living in society, such as
respectfulness, tolerance, honesty, self-discipline, kindness, and empathy. Also, students will describe
the responsibility of the family in teaching children non-violent attitudes and conduct, demonstrate
skills for refusal, negotiation, and collaboration to avoid potentially harmful situations in personal, work,
and community relationships. Finally, students will identify the health consequences of domestic
violence, child abuse, rape, and other forms of violence and discuss strategies to deal with as well as
prevent them.

08001 Physical Education IV Grade 12

This course is the summation of the previous three years of health and wellness study; students will be
able to identify life-management skills and protective factors that contribute to achieving personal
wellness health goals, including researching, evaluating, and implementing strategies to manage
personal wellness, monitor progress, and revise plans. Students will continue to apply safe practices,
rules, procedures, and sportsmanship etiquette in physical activity settings, including how to anticipate
potentially dangerous consequences and outcomes of participation in physical activity, as well as
incorporate functions of leadership in team sports (increasing motivation, efficiency, and satisfaction).

08051Health and Wellness IV Grade 12

This course is the summation of the previous three years of health and wellness study; students will
identify shared community and societal beliefs that underlie violence and describe the relationship
between negative stress and violence. Also, students will describe the responsibility of the family in
teaching children non-violent attitudes and conduct, demonstrate skills for refusal, negotiation, and
collaboration to avoid potentially harmful situations in personal, work, and community relationships.
Finally, students will identify the health consequences of domestic violence, child abuse, rape, and other
forms of violence and discuss strategies to deal with as well as prevent them.

Career Academy

At the center of the Atlantis Charter High School is the belief that our students will graduate with a
strong sense of college and career readiness that will allow them to proceed on into their postgraduate
careers with great success. To achieve this, ACS has developed the Career Academy curriculum to allow
students to discover an area of academia that truly interests them through true experiential learning.
Students will spend the first two years of their high school careers exploring each academy in two eight
week rotations, and will self-select the academy best suited to them by the end of their sophomore
year.

Students may enroll in the Arts and Culture Academy, the Teacher & Social Services Development
Academy, the Science and Technology (STEM) Academy, the Health and Medical Academy, or the
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Business Academy. Given the uniqueness of this structure, a summary of each academy can be found
below in lieu of a yearly program of study.

By the end of high school, successful Career Academy students at Atlantis Charter High School will be
able to...

e Confidently pursue opportunities in higher education and/or a vocational career.
e Apply their acquired knowledge and field experiences.
e Develop an academic and, eventually, professional plan.

Grade* Course Honors Selection Advanced Placement
Selection
9 Exploratory | Not Available Not Available
10 Exploratory Il Not Available Not Available
11 Student Selected Not Available Not Available
Academy
12 Student Selected Currently not available | Currently not available
Academy

*As a reminder, grade standing is determined by credits a student has earned only

Description of Courses

22151 Exploratory | Grade 9 Full Year Course

Students will begin to explore avenues in which they can find successful careers and develop lifelong
learning skills as purposeful citizens. This will be accomplished by exploring occupations through
examination and research, project-based learning and meaningful internships in and around the
community.

221510 Exploratory Il Grade 10 Full Year Course

Students will be prepared to ultimately pursue successful careers and develop lifelong learning skills as
purposeful citizens. This will be accomplished by exploring occupations through examination and
research, project-based learning and meaningful internships in and around the community.

Arts and Culture Academy Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

Students in this academy will have the opportunity to work with coalition advisors from The On-Stage
Academy for Performing Arts in Fall River; The Mass Cultural Council; the Berklee School of Music, and
TJ’s Music, Inc. Within this academy, the goal is that students will develop creative thinking skills,
integrate the arts with technology, and expand upon their expertise in the arts through various
internships and guest professors.

19151 Teaching and Social Services Academy Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

Students in this academy will have the opportunity to work with coalition advisors from Teach for
America and the UMass College of Education to develop a strong background in teaching pedagogy and
overall best practices. Students will receive basic instruction in a number of areas, such as lesson
planning, classroom management, and overall curriculum delivery. Starting in the 2019-2020 school
year, this Academy will be expanded to include an introduction to social services. This new addition will
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allow students to explore fields in counseling, mental, health, law enforcement, and community
activism.

21007 Science and Technology (STEM) Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

The STEM academy is designed for students with an interest in developing a strong fluency in
contemporary science and math practices. Students will draw upon their formal knowledge in these
content areas to engage with a variety of partners to become experts in this field.

14204 Health and Medical Academy Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

The Medical, Health Technology, Sports Medicine & Orthopedics Career Academy is designed for
students with an understanding in fields such as athletic training, physical therapy, healthcare, medicine,
fitness, physiology of exercise, kinesiology, nutrition, and other sports medicine related fields. Students
are provided with opportunities to become “computational thinkers” by applying a variety of problem —
solving techniques as they create solutions to problems that are situated in a variety of contexts.

12009 Business and Entrepreneurship Academy Grade 11/12 Full Year Course

This academy is designed to cover topics of Personal Finance, such as earning money; spending money
wisely through budgeting; saving and investing money; using credit cautiously; and protecting one's
personal finances. Students will be able to recognize the fundamental elements of smart personal
finances. They also will be able to apply those elements to a personal financial plan that allows them to
set specific goals for their lifelong financial needs and desired quality of life. Program concepts include
budgeting, compound interest, consumer protection, credit reports and scores, and other related topics.
Students will develop an understanding of working within a team to achieve common business goals.

At the end of a student’s successful completion of the first two exploratory years of Career Academy,
each student will select an academy to focus upon and attend throughout their remaining two years.
Within these academies, students will receive the opportunity to complete field trips, community
outreach, and potentially engage in internships within the field as available with our coalition partners.

Electives

In addition to these courses, Atlantis Charter School may offer electives at the discretion of the district
and based upon availability of highly qualified teachers for the content area. These courses will speak
directly to student interest, and will also be contingent upon scheduling availability.

For the 2019-2020 school year, ACS is offering the following electives:
04258 Sociology Grade 11/12 Full-Year Course

This course is an introduction to Sociology. Sociology is a study of group behavior and the varied
relationships between man and his society. This is a semester long course for junior and senior
students. The course includes an analysis of current and changing social problems, exploration of
similarities and differences between our own and other cultural groups, and development of awareness
of the importance of human dynamics and interactions. Topics covered within this course include: the
founders of sociology, the sociological perspective, sociological research methods, culture, social class
and stratification, gender, prejudice, and social deviance.
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11056A Intro to Film Studies Elective Full-Year Course

This course will expand your understanding and appreciation of the art of cinema through a study of the
historical, technical, literary, and sociological aspects of filmmaking. This course will study the history of
movies, cinematography, composition, editing, sound, special effects, film genre, screenwriting, acting,
and directing. All concepts will be illustrated through film clips, comprising scenes from over 200
different movies. Throughout this process, we will view, analyze, and discuss a number of complete
films, representing the highest achievement of the art form.

11009A Advanced Film Studies Elective Full-Year Course

The point of the course is not to become an expert in any one film or perspective on film; instead, the
course will watch, discuss, close-analyze, and read about a wide variety of films, approaching them from
numerous perspectives, considering both the effect films have on individual viewers and their ability to
reflect culture. Students will focus on diving deep in analysis, both reading scholarly articles and writing
essays.

01104 Creative Writing Elective Full Year Course

This course will help students develop an individual writing style and develop facility in written
communication. Many of the writing assignments will stimulate discussion and ask the students to
incorporate their impressions and ideas of the world around them into their writing. Students will be
asked to write poems, journals, short stories and plays, and are expected to share their work aloud with
their classmates.
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